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MR. CHAIRMAN, HONORED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :

_ . I t  i s  a r e a l  honor to  jo in  w ith ״  ou to n ig h t  on th e  occasion  o f your S ix th

Aa jÿ.v«jpC onven tion . ’7e a re  assem bled hero to  c e le b ra te  th e  b ir th d a y  o f our co u n try ,
i

Va a re  here a ls o  to  a f f irm  anew our f a i t h  in  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f Democratic Govern- 

ment under which we have a r is e n  to  the  g r e a te s t  and h a p p ie s t N ation  on th e  e a r th .  

The s p i r i t  of p a tro i t is m  anim ates every  h e a r t  in  th i s  g re a t  aud ien ce .

F o r tu n a te ly , f o r  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  high d e s t in ie s  o f our proud Nation, 

our people have always le n t  a sym pathetic  e a r  to  th e  appea ls  o f  th e  d is tra u g h t  

and oppressed peop les o f th e  w orld . Free men — th o se  who a re  conscious o f t h e i r  

human q u a l i ty ,  and who value d ig n ity  as an e s s e n t i a l  a t t r i b u t e  of mankind are  

ever found on th e  s id e  o f th o se  s tru g g lin g  a g a in s t  th e  barbarism  o f d e sp o tic  rulers, 

In  every  p e rio d  o f ou r H is to ry , America has s tood  s tau n ch ly  on th e  s id e  

o f decency, o f to le ra n c e  and of j u s t i c e .  Our co u n try  has spoken f e a r l e s s ly  fo r  

th e  hunted and p e rsecu ted  ra c e s  o f the e a r th .

I t  i s  w e ll to  remember, however, th a t  none o f us would be ab le  to  speak 

our minds had i t  n e t  been f o r  t h a t  im m ortal document, THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE, adopted by our fo re fa th e r s  on th e  Fourth  o f Ju ly , 1776.

e th׳? e re  l a i d  down th e  e te r n a l  p r in c ip le ,  "That a l l  men a re  c re a te d

eq u a l, t h a t  th ey  a re  endowed by t h e i r  C re a to r  w ith  c e r ta in  u n a lie n -  

ab le  R igh ts, th a t  among th e se  a re  L ife , L ib e rty  and th e  p u r s u i t  o f 

H appiness."

That g re a t D ec la ra tio n  of human r ig h t s  ushered  in  an e ra  of l i b e r ty  and 

n o t only s e t  t h i s  coun try  on i t s  course  as a N ation o f f r e e  men, b u t a c te d  as a
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ferm ent f o r  enslaved  races  and n a t io n a l i t i e s  th roughou t th e  w orld . The banner 

of freedom th u s  ra is e d  by th e  f a th e r s  o f our coun try  One Hundred and S ix ty -e ig h t 

y ears  ago has ev er s in ce  served  as a beacon l i g h t  f o r  l ib e r ty - lo v in g  peoples 

everywhere.

I t  i s  th e re fo re  a p r iv i le g e  to  jo in  w ith  you to n ig h t  in  s a lu t in g  th i s  

g re a t N ation f ig h t in g  w ith  a l l  i t s  so u l and a l l  i t s  tremendous power f o r  th e  

p re se rv a tio n  o f th ose  id e a ls  of freedom in  th e  w orld .

'.,e s tan d  today as a u n ite d  p eo p le , w r i t in g  g lo r io u s  pages in  th e  h is to ry  

o f our tim es under th e  d is tin g u is h e d  le a d e rs h ip  o f ou r Commander-in-Chief, 

P re s id en t F ran k lin  Delano R ooseve lt, T ogether w ith  the  b rave people o f R ussia , 

B r ita in  and China and th e  o th e r members c f  th e  U nited N a tio n s , we a re  jo in e d  in  

a solemn p ac t determ ined to  s e t  t h i s  w orld f r e e  of d ic t a to r s  and op p resso rs  of 

mankind and keep i t  f r e e  f o r  a l l  tim e to  come.

On th i s  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f our independence, i t  i s  f i t t i n g  th a t  we should  

s a lu te  a ls o  th e  men and women o f th e  U nited  N ations who a re  f ig h t in g  s id e -b y -s id e  

and making superhuman s a c r i f i c e  in  th e  common cause —— complete v ic to rv  over our 

enem ies.

X G reat B r i ta in  owes h e r  s a lv a t io n  a f t e r  Dunkirk to  h e r unbreakable ?fiorale. 

N otw ithstand ing  the  d i s a s te r  she su ffe re d  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f th e  war, she has 

spared no s a c r i f i c e  in  th e  v a l ia n t  e f f o r t  to  save the  w orld  from Fascism .

The U nited S ta te s  re c e iv e d  w ith  p a in fu l  s a c r i f i c e  th e  unexpected and 

treach e ro u s  blow a t  P e a rl H arbor, b u t our m orale f a r  from d im in ish in g  q u ick ly  

received  a s tim u lus which t r a n s la t e d  our country  in to  th e  g r e a te s t  m i l i t a r y  power 

on e a r th .

The conversion  of Sur cou n try  from an economy o f peace to  an ecònomy of 

t o t a l  war has been one o f th e  most astound ing  happenings in  t h i s  g re a t  w orld

c o n f l i c t .
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I t  i s  now recogn ized  th a t  th e  war i s  b e in g  won because we in  America have 

outproduced our enemies in  a l l  the  f ie ld s  o f modem w a rfa re . We have v i r t u a l ly  

flooded  th e  e a r th  w ith  ou r p la n e s , ta n k s  and s h ip s .  America has f a i t h f u l l y  kept 

h e r  pledge to  th e  em battled  N ations o f th e  w orld and, in  a d d itio n  to  se rv in g  as 

an a rs e n a l o f the  U nited  N atio n s, has tak en  th e  burden o f th e  o ffe n s iv e  in  th e  

P a c if ic  and i s  making a m ajor c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  vanning of th e  war in  the  

European th e a te r  as w e l l . H i t l e r  and H iro h ito  a re  now ta s t in g  th e  d e v a s ta tin g  

e f f e c t s  of our deadly weapons and th e  d e s tru c t iv e  might o f th e  w o rld ’s b e s t -  

equipped Army.

But l e t  us n o t f a i l  to  reco g n ize  the  trem endous c o n tr ib u tio n  made by 

R ussia in  t h i s  g re a t w ar. The h e ro ic  arm ies o f R ussia a re  p ro g re s s iv e ly  d e s tro y - 

ing the  s o -c a l le d  in v in c ib le  German F o rces. Thev have given g enerously  o f t h e i r  

blood and t o i l  and tr e a s u re  to  make c e r ta in  th a t  freedom s h a l l  amain re ig n  over 

our e a r th  and th a t  th e  s o -c a l le d  German F a s te r  Race s h a l l  never ag a in  th re a te n  

the  peace of th e  w orld .

When th i s  war i s  over and a l a s t in g  peace has been en th roned , l e t  us 

in su re  th e  co o p era tio n  c f  a l l  n a tio n s  o f  th e  e a r th  in  the  same s p i r i t  o f f r ie n d -  

sh ip  and confidence which has governed our r e l a t io n s  in  th e  war.

I t  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  g ra t i fy in g  and encouraging  to  our American c i t iz e n s  to  

know th a t  you a re  here  to n ig h t commemorating th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f your p ledge to  

purchase one m illio n  d o l l a r s ' w orth o f war bonds to  p rov ide fo u r  g ia n t bombers 

f o r  our g a l la n t  f ig h t in g  fo rc e s  o f th e  a i r .  I  am su re  t h a t  to  many o f you 

fa c to ry  and o f f ic e  w orkers, t he purchase־  o f e x tra  bonds re p re se n ts  a co n sid e ra b le  

s a c r i f i c e .  But as th e  descendan ts o f a lo n g -s u f fe r in g  people —— the  Jew ish people 

you a re  making t h i s  s a c r i f i c e  c h e e r fu l ly  because vou know b e t t e r  than  most of
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us the  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th e  p re se n t w orld upheava l. These fo u r  bobbers and the  

many o th e r  bombers and f i g h t e r  p lan es  you t r i l l  make p o ss ib le  in  the  fu tu re , w i l l  

go forw ard  to  avenge th e  Nazi m urderers in  Warsaw, Kiev, Kharkov, Kovno, Vienna 

and the  numerous o th e r  p lace s  where H i t l e r 's  le g io n s  have p e rp e tra te d  t h e i r  

unspeakable crimes upon d e fe n se le ss  p eo p les . Hay those  bombers p lay  a noble p a r t  

in  stam ping ou t fo re v e r  th e  d e te s t ib le  Nazi p lague now a f f l i c t i n g  th e  w orld .

As a f r a t e r n a l  b e n e f i t  so c ie ty  w ith  a membership c lo se  to  two hundred 

thousand, you have been concerned n o t only  w ith  th e  care  o f th e  s ic k ,  th e  un- 

employed and th e  widows and orphans o f your ovfn s o c ie ty , b u t you have made n o tab le  

c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  cause o f American N a tio n a l u n i ty ,  and you have concerned 

yo u rse lv es  w ith  th e  human problems o f our working m asses.

Your O rder was one o f the  v e r f ־ i r s t  to  g ive  u n q u a lif ie d  endorsem ent to  

th e  broadening o f our s o c ia l  s e c u r i t ' program which was f ־׳ i r s t  sponsored by th e  

ab le  and d is t in g u is h e d  S en a to r from New York, th e  Honorable Robert F . Wagner. I 

had th e  g re a t  honor of jo in in g  w ith  S en a to r Wagner, a long w ith  Congressman 

D in g e ll, in  p re sen tin g  th a t  b i l l  in  th e  Congress. But S en a to r Wagner was i t s  

r e a l  au th o r and sponsor. He v/as th e  p io n e e r in  th e  s tru g g le  f o r  workingmens' 

com pensation. For over t h i r t y  y ears  he fough t f o r  i t  in  your own s ta t e  and thanks 

to  h is  g re a t a b i l i t y  and t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t ,  fo r ty -s e v e n  S ta te s  o f th e  Union now 

have workingmens' com pensaticn laws on t h e i r  s t a tu te  books. W ith t h i s  ta s k  out 

o f the  way, he le d  the  f ig h t  f o r  unemployment in su ran ce  and F ed e ra l Work R e lie f  

programs, slum c le a ra n c e , and p u b lic  housing — p u b lic  h e a lth  m easures and the  

r ig h t  o f la b o r  to  o rgan ize  and b a rg a in  c o l le c t iv e ly .

In  e v e r ;r m ajor b a t t l e  f o r  th e  b e tte rm en t o f th e  l i f e  o f  th e  working man 

and women of America, your d is t in g u is h e d  S e n a to r from New York has been in  the  

vanguard. A s tro n g  and com prehensive s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  program such as i s  proposed
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by S en a to r ïïagner i s  e s s e n t ia l  f o r  a modem Democratic s o c ie ty .

Democracy has alw ays needed economic freedom as w e ll as p o l i t i c a l  freedom. 

W ithout th e  one, th e  o th e r  freedom lo s e s  i t s  v i t a l i t y  and e v en tu a li:/  p e r is h e s .

S o c ia l s e c u r i tv ,  of co u rse , i s  n o t th e  whole o f economic freedom . F u ll

employment a t  decen t wages, f u l l  use o f our re so u rc e s , freedom of o p p o rtu n ity  fo r 

sm all and independent b u s in e ss , p u b lic  p ro v is io n  o f  n ecessa ry  community se rv ic e s  

and f a c i l i t i e s  — th ese  c o n d itio n s  a re  b a s ic  to  economic freedom in  th e  modem

By s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty ,  I  mean th e  a ssu ran ce  to  every in d iv id u a l and every 

fam ily  of a co n tin u in g  cash  income adequate f o r  m aintenance and th e  assu rance  of 

access to  a l l  needed m edical s e r v ic e s .  In  our c a p i t a l i s t i c  economy, t h i s  

assurance cannot always be ach iev ed , oven w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  measure o f 

employment. There w i l l  always be some unemployment, as p ro cesses  and techn iques 

change o r as in d iv id u a l w orkers s h i f t  about in  sea rch  o f  b e t t e r  jo b s . At any 

t in e ,  m oreover, th e re  a re  la rg e  numbers o f p e rsons who a re  unable to w o rk  and 

many fa m ilie s  who have no income from e a rn in g s . I t  i s  th e re fo re  n ecessa ry  to  

th e  smooth fu n c tio n in g  of our economy and to  th e  p re s e rv a tio n  of our democracy 

th a t  such fa m ilie s  co n tin u e  to  have food and s h e l t e r  and th e  o th e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  

of l i f e .  The problem i s  to  e q u ita b ly  d i s t r ib u te  among a l l  persons in  th e  

communitv the  goods and se rv ic e s  which a re  produced by those  persons who can 

work and have work. The abundance which modem sc ie n c e  and technology  today  

makes p o s s ib le  can p rov ide  enough f o r  th o se  who a re  working and a ls o  th o se  who 

happen to  be id le  th rough no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r  w e n / The problem i s  to  f in d  a  

system which w i l l  b rin g  t h i s  about w ith  ju s t i c e  and f a i r n e s s .

The s o lu t io n  to  t h i s  problem i s  sim ple and w ell-know n. Our p r in c ip le  

re lia n c e  must be on s o c ia l  in su ra n ce , to  p ro v id e  a c o n tin u in g  cash income in  case

w orld . But s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  i s  a l^o  b a s ic .



of s ick n ess  o r  d i s a b i l i t y ,  o ld  age, death  o f th e  breadw inner o r  h is  unemployment, 

and a lso  to  p rov ide in  case  o f s ic k n e ss  needed m edical and h o s p i ta l  c a r e .

S o c ia l in su rance  means, in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , a system  of prepaym ent.

Workers can s e t  a s id e  sm all r e g u la r  amounts each pay p e rio d  w h ile  th ey  a re  working 

and in  re tu rn  be e n t i t l e d  to  cash b e n e f i ts  i f  th ey  c an n o t work and to  m edical 

care  fo r  them selves and t h e i r  fa m il ie s  whenever i t  i s  needed. In  the  second p lace  

s o c ia l  in su rance  means averag ing  of c o s ts .  In s te a d  of try in g  to  sav e  enough to  

take care o f w hatever m isfo rtu n e  may overtake  him, each w orker pays ou t o f h is  

wages a share  o f the  t o t a l  c o s ts  o f p ro v id in g  m edical care  and h o s p i ta l iz a t io n  

to  a l l  persons who become s ic k  o r d is a b le d . In  the  t h i r d  p la c e , s o c ia l  in su rance  

makes i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  the  community־ as a whole to  h e lp  pay f o r  th e  s e c u r i ty  o f

M edical care  i s  one o f th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f l i f e  which a democracy should  

p rovide to  a l l  members o f th e  co m u n ity .  I t  i s  j u s t  as e s s e n t i a l  a s  a system  

which guaran tees educa tion  to  a l l .  T h e o re t ic a l ly , we might more su re ly  make 

m edical caro a v a i la b le  to  every  member o f th e  community i f  we p rov ided  i t  as a 

p u b lic  s e rv ic e , l i k e  f r e e  p u b lic  e d u ca tio n . V.e should  no t fo rg e t how much f re e  

p u b lic  m edical care  i s  a v a ila b le  today  th rough  c u r  S ta te  and m unic ipal g e n e ra l  

and s p e c ia l  h o s p i ta ls  and th rough  th e  e x ten s iv e  F ed e ra l p ro v is io n s  fo r  m edical 

and h o s p i ta l  ca re  f o r  v e te ra n s . I f  th e  d o c to rs  o f th e  country  p re fe r re d  to  o f f e r  

t h e i r  s e rv ic e s  through a complete system  o f p u b lic  m edical c a re , th e  r e s t  of us 

would su re ly  go a long . But i t  i s  c le a r  th e  d o c to rs  do n o t fa v o r  such a 

developm ent, which would mean a r a d ic a l  change in  man'׳■ e x is t in g  p r a c t ic e s .

M edical and h o s p i ta l iz a t io n  in su ra n c e , on th e  o th e r  hand, in v o lv es  very 

l i t t l e  change in  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l a sp e c ts  o f m edical p r a c t ic e .  I  say  th i s

persons who a re  l e a s t  ab le  to  c o n tr ib u te  from th e i r  e a rn in g s .

c o n tra d ic t io n  o f th e  h y s te r ic a l  p ro p hec ies o f impending doom
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fo r  American m edicina which a ra  coming־ d a i ly  from soma spokesman f o r  th e  m edical 

f  r a t  a m i ty .

Because th e  c o s ts  o f m edical c a re  a re  uneven and u n p re d ic ta b le  f o r  the 

in d iv id u a l, th e  s o c ia l  in su ran ce  method of paving those  c o s ts  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  

aoplica>?lo. Y orkers can pay in  advance and pay a t  an average r a t e .  The pooled 

funds th u s  accum ulated a re  a v a i la b le  to  pay d o c to rs  and h o s p i ta ls  and la b o ra te r ie s  

fo r  a l l  the  s e rv ic e s  which may be needed by in su re d  persons and t h e i r  f a m i l ie s .  

The p ro fe s s io n a l a sp e c ts  o f m edical p r a c t ic e  need be in  no w ise  a f f e c te d .  That 

i s  to  say , every in d iv id u a l  can f r e e ly  choose h is  own d o c to r from among a l l  those 

in  the  community who a re  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  th e  in su ran ce  system . D octors remain 

f re e  to  accep t o r  r e j e c t  p a t i e n t s .  The tre a tm e n t o f th e  p a t ie n t  i s  e n t i r e ly  the  

d o c to r 's  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  And d o c to rs  can re c e iv e  payment f o r  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s  

according  to  th e  method thev p r e f e r ,  1-h e re  groups o^ d o c to rs  p r e f e r  to  work 

to g e th e r to  g ive more com petent and more econom ical s e r v ic e ,  they can do so under

an in su rance  system  moro e a s i ly  th an  to d ay .

I f  we had m edical and h o s p i ta l iz a t io n  in su ra n ce , however, the  m edical 

care re c e iv e d  by th e  American people would be v a s t ly  improved. Many people who 

now rece iv e  no ca re  o r  who delay  in  going to  th e  d o c to r  because o f th è  c o s ts ,  

would, under th e  in su ran ce  system , have p a id  in  advance and be e n t i t l e d  to  care  

when they  needed i t .  Many o th e rs  who now g e t inadequate  cara  would have thrown 

open to  them a l l  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f modern la b o ra to ry  te c h n iq u e s  and o f s p e c i a l i s t s '  

s e rv ic e s . Doctors a lso  would have th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f p ra c t ic in g  b e t t e r  m edicine, 

w hile  earn in g , a t  th e  same tim e, more adequate incomes th an  most o f them earn  

today .

Thus f a r ,  I  have ta lk e d  in  g e n e ra l term s about th e  k ind o f s o c ia l  

s e c u r i ty  program we need . For th o se  of vou who־ have n o t had an o p p o rtu n ity  to



study  S . 1161, I s h a l l  summarize very  b r i e f ly  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f our b i l l .  

L e g is la tio n  o f t h i s  k ind  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  complex. No one can u n d ers tan d  th e  b i l l  

sim ply by read ing  i t  th rough h a s t i l y .  That i s  one reason  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  f o r  

opponents o f th e  b i l l  to  make so many f a l s e  s ta tem en ts  about i t s  p ro v is io n s , I 

cannot do more to n ig h t th an  c a l l  your a t t e n t io n  to  th e  main f e a tu r e s .

The b i l l  would e s ta b l i s h  a u n if ie d  n a tio n a l  s o c ia l  in su ran ce  system , a 

n a tio n a l employment s e rv ic e  and a F e d e ra l-S ta te  u n if ie d  p u b lic  a s s is ta n c e  program. 

The s o c ia l  in su rance  system  would b u ild  upon our e x is t in g  o ld -ag e  and su rv iv o rs  

in su ran ce , b u t would ex tend  coverage to  a g r i c u l tu r a l  and dom estic w orkers, workers 

in  n o n p ro f it o rg a n iz a tio n s , fa rm ers, s n a i l  businessm en, p ro fe s s io n a l  and o th e r 

self-em ployed p e rso n s, and — through v o lu n ta ry  compacts — to  S ta te  and lo c a l 

government employees who a re  n o t covered by s p e c ia l  re tire m e n t system s. Men and 

women in  m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  would be covered, w ith  th e  Government paying t h e i r  

c o n tr ib u tio n s  f o r  them. The b i l l  as  w r i t te n  would n o t cover F ed e ra l employees 

o r r a i l ro a d  w orkers; th e se  two groups have t h e i r  own re tire m e n t system s. Should 

e i th e r  o f  th e se  groups w ish th e  c o n tin u ity  o f coverage and th e  r ig h t  to  a l l  th e  

o th e r b e n e f i ts  of the  u n if ie d  in su ran ce  system , the  b i l l  cou ld  e a s i ly  be amended 

to  inc lude  them.

Fach o f th e se  p ro te c tio n s  w i l l  be needed in  th e  most war p e r io d , w uite 

as im portan t as the  b e n e f its  th a t  a re  p a id , however, w i l l  be th e  s e c u r i ty  of mind, 

tn e  freedom from f e a r  o f in s e c u r i ty  — th a t  a com prehensive program such as  \h a t  

in  t h i s  b i l l  would b r in g . VJith t h i s  s e c u r i ty  firm  benea th  our f e e t ,  we s h a l l  

have th e  freedom and th e  s t re n g th  to  b u ild  th e  o th e r  p a r t s  c f  t h a t  b e t t e r  world 

we want fo r  o u rse lv es  and our c h i ld re n .

Ve s tan d  on th e  th re s h o ld  of a  new e ra .  This country  can go forward 

w ith  the  r e s t  of mankind to  a l i f e  o f peace and s e c u r i ty  and abundance, o r  i t  can



4- 9 ־

f a l l  back in to  chaos, want and con tin u ed  s t r i f e .  In c re a s in g  th e  freedom and 

o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l must be b u i l t  upon a b a s ic  e s s e n t ia l  o f s e c u r i ty  

fo r  a l l .  Vary c o n d itio n s  jrtust be met i f  we a re  to  ach ieve  and m ain ta in  f u l l  

employment.

There i s  no d isagreem ent as to  th e  need f o r  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty .  I3y a c tin g  

now to  e s ta b l is h  an adequate s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  program, we v a l i  p lace  our American 

economy on a sa fe  and sound b a s i s .  What we need more th a n  any th ing  e ls e  i s  a 

to le r a n t  and u n ite d  people to  a s s u re  th e  fu tu re  w e lfa re  and th e  economic and 

p o l i t i c a l  freedom of America.

Let us keep our ranks c lo sed  and peira it  no in f lu e n c e  from any source to  

d estro y  th a t  u n ity  and ־harmony which i s  in d is p e n s ib le  to  a happy and prosperous 

fu tu re  f o r  our co u n try י .
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