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B ro th e rs  and S i s t e r s  :

I t  i s  good to  s i t  i n  t h i s  h a l l  to n ig h t  and know t h a t  th ro u g h  a te le p h o n ic  

hookup we New York members o f th e  IWO are  g a th e re d  around a huge fa m ily  ta b le  

to g e th e r  w ith  ou r b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  i n  tw elve o th e r  c i t i e s •  We can f e e l  

th e  s tr e n g th  and our b r o th e r ly  d e te rm in a tio n  to  defend ou r b elo v ed  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

Workers O rder.

No, I  sh ould  n o t sa y ״  d e fe n s e " • We a re  h e re  to  announce and d is c u s s  th e  

c o u n te r-o ffe n s iv e  we a re  lau n ch in g  a g a in s t  Tom C la rk ’s u n speakable " d is lo y a l ty  

l i s t " ,  a g a in s t  th e  Thomas ־־Rankin Committee and th e  T reasu ry  D epartm ent, which

had th e  a u to c r a t i c  g a l l  to  remove our g r e a t  and dem ocratic f r a t e r n a l  o rd e r

from th e  ta x  exem ption l i s t •  Y es, h is to r y  has ta u g h t us t h a t  you m eet 

re a c tio n a ry  a c ts  w ith  c o u n te r - o ffe n s iv e s , n o t w ith  p a s s iv e  d e fe n s e , h e s i t a t i o n
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o r  l i b e r a l  p h ra s e s .

When we speak of th e  a t ta c k s  on th e  O rder we are  sp eak in g  o f fa scism  -  

n o th in g  l e s s .  I f  th e  a tta c k s  a re  n o t answered and thrown back, i f  C la rk  and 

Mundt and Rankin have t h e i r  way w ith  th e  IWO and th e  o th e r  p ro g re s s iv e  o rg an - 

i z a t i o n s ,  th e  f o u l  a i r  o f fa scism  w i l l  have begun to  choke American democracy

and the B i l l  of R ig h ts to  d e a th . Make no m ista k e  about t h a t
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When I  was i n  Poland a few months ago and s to o d  b e fo re  th e  l e v e l l e d  ru in s  

o f th e  Warsaw G hetto  my mind began to  t r a c e  th e  u g ly  p a t te r n  w hich le d  to  th e  

d e v a s ta tio n  I  saw b e fo re  me, and to  th e  m urder o f  s ix  m ill io n  o f my own p e o p le . 

And i n  my mind»s eye I  saw th e  g re a t  p eo p les o f  E urope, t o r t u r e d ,  s ta r v e d  and 

burned to  d eath  by th e  n a z i s .

Y es, I  saw th e  p a t t e r n  as c l e a r  as d ay . I  saw how i t  a l l  s t a r t e d  -  and 

how much o f  th e  w o rld  s to o d  by, f a i l i n g  to  a c t  in  tim e .

What was t h a t  p a tte rn ?

I t s  f i r s t  b e g in n in g s were e x p re ssed  i n  th e  word " v e rb o te n ."

F i r s t  th e  n a z i v o ic es  shouted: Communists -  v e rb o te n . Then, s o c i a l i s t s  -

v e rb o te n . Then, la b o r  and p ro g re s s iv e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  -  v e rb o te n . F ree  sp ee c h - 

v e rb o te n , f r e e  a s s o c ia tio n  -  v e rb o te n . V oices f o r  peace and dem ocracy -  

v e rb o te n . And i t  grew and grew u n t i l  o n ly  th e  m o n o p o lists and th e  sto rm - 

tro o p e rs  were th e  o n ly  ones t h a t  were n o t v e rb o te n .

And now we see  t h a t  same p a tte r n  d ev elo p in g  i n  our own c o u n try . They are  

t e l l i n g  u s: th e  TWO -  v e rb o te n , tax -ex em p tio n  f o r  p ro g re s s iv e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  -

v e rb o te n , freedom  to  jo in  any d em o cratic  o rg a n iz a tio n  of your own c h o ice  -  

v e rb o te n .

And as a Jew I  am e s p e c ia l l y  s e n s i t i v e  to  the f u l l  m eaning o f th e  word -

v e rb o te n . My people know t h a t  th e  a t ta c k  on th e  O rder i s  an a tta c k  on them
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We know a l l  to o  w e ll  th e  fa c e  o f fa sc ism  -  and a l l  to o  w e ll we know th e  mean- 

in g  o f  fascism  to th e  Jew ish p eo p le•

I  had th e  honor and p r iv i le g e  o f b ein g  one o f th e  fo u n d e rs  o f our O rd er, 

tffhen I  lo o k  back a t  th e  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f work and s e r v ic e  o f th e  IWO I  r e a l i z e  

how h y p o c r i t i c a l  are  th o s e  who w ould p in  th e  l a b e l  o f ״  d i s l o y a l upon th ״ e  O rder.

I f  you tr a c e  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  O rd e r’s a c t i v i t i e s  and c o n tr ib u tio n s  you can 

see a re c o rd  o f w hich ou r members and o f  a l l  l ib e r t y - l o v i n g  Americans can be 

p ro u d . No doubt Wall S t r e e t  c o n sid e rs  th e se  a c t i v i t i e s ״  d i s l o y a l . ” Our h i s t o r i c  

c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  f i g h t  f o r  s o c ia l  in su ra n c e  -  d is lo y a l  to  W all S t r e e t .  Our 

c o n s is te n t  su p p o rt to  th e  cause o f  la b o r  -  d is lo y a l  to  W all S t r e e t .  Our su p p o rt 

to  th e  S p a ris h  R epublic -  d is lo y a l  to  W all S t r e e t .  Our c a l l  to  the American 

people b e fo re  th e  w ar f o r  a u n ite d  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  fa s c is m , w hich we w arned 

would e n g u lf  th e  U nited  S ta te s  i n  a war -  d is lo y a l  to  W all S t r e e t .  Our c o n tr ib -  

u tio n s  to  the fo rg in g  o f  u n i t y  among th e  n a t io n a l  groups f o r  su p p o rt o f  th e  war 

e f f o r t  u n d er F ra n k lin  Delano R o o sev elt -  d is lo y a l  to  W all S t r e e t .  The s a c r i f i c e s  

made by hundreds o f our members on th e  b a t t l e f r o n t s  in  World War I I  -  d is lo y a l  

to f a l l  S t r e e t .  And to d a y , our e f f o r t  to  keep peace in  th e  w o rld , to  su p p o rt th e  

e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a t r u l y  in d ep en d en t s t a t e  o f I s r a e l ,  to  win f o r  th e  American peo- 

p ie  s e c u r i t y ,  to  f i g h t  jim -crow  and a n ti-S e m itis m  -  a l l  t h a t  i s  d is lo y a l  to  W all

S t r e e t .
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I  c h a lle n g e  Mr. C la rk , or th e  t r e a s u r y  d e p artm en t, to  p o in t  t o  one a c t ,  one 

deed o f th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Workers O rder d u rin g  i t s  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f  r i c h  h is to r y  

to  be " d i s l o y a l " .  1Why, i t  i s  j u s t  th e  o p p o s ite . Our O rder h as d is t in g u is h e d  

i t s e l f  in  i t s  d ev o tio n  to  democracy and th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  American p e o p le . And 

Mr. C lark knows i t .  And t h a t  i s  why we are h a i l i n g  him to  c o u rt now c h a lle n g in g  

him to  p re s e n t f a c t s ,  f a c t s l  — n o t Thomas—Rankin fa ls e h o o d s .

But f o r  th e  American p e o p le , and f o r  th e  g r e a t  d em o cratic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b u i l t  

bv them -  th e  O rder has n o t o n ly  been lo y a l  b u t a most v i g i l a n t  cham pion. No
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o rg a n iz a tio n  has won th e  r i g h t  to  th e  t i t l e  Am erican, i n  th e  b e s t  dem ocratic  

sen se of t h a t  te rm , w ith  as much j u s t i c e  as h as our m u l t i - n a t i o n a l ,  i n t e r r a c i a l  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Workers O rd e r.
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T hat i s  why we a re  h e re  t o n ig h t .  We w i l l  m o b iliz e  our membership and 

le a d e rs  -  f o r  a f i g h t  t h a t  th e  enem ies o f democracy w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .  We a re  

going i n t o  c o u r t .  We w i l l  m o b iliz e  our membership and o u r f r ie n d s  f o r  mass a c tio n  

i n  d efen se  o f th e  O rd er. We c a l l  upon our members to  h e lp  th a t  f i g h t  by c o n tr ib u tin g  

to  the d efen se  fund of th e  TWO -  f o r  w ith o u t th e  means we w i l l  be handicapped.

Y es, b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s ,  to n ig h t  we s t a r t  ou r c o u n te r-o ffe n s iv e  w ith  th e  

knowledge t h a t  our e f f o r t s  w i l l ^ o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  g r e a t  s tr u g g le s  now d ev elo p in g

among th e  American people f o r  peace and dem ocracy. A gain, in  s t a r t i n g  ou r mass



and l e g a l  f i g h t s  i n  d e fe n se  of the IWO, we a re  showing th e  h ig h e s t  lo y a l t y  to  

th e  American i d e a l s  of freedom  and democracy.

We have co n fid en ce  i n  o u r members. We have con fid en ce i n  th e  American 

p e o p le . We know t h a t  o u r enemies w i l l  be d e fe a te d . No m a tte r  how h a rd  th e

ro a d , v ic to r y  w i l l  be ours!


