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The f i r s t  postwar National Negro Health Week observance finds a na tion  eager for  what 
P res id en t  Truman terms "hea lth  s e c u r i ty  fo r  a l l ,  reg a rd less  o f  res idence , s t a t io n ,  o r  race - -  
everyïrt»ere in  the United S t a t e s . *

N ational Negro Health Week s t r e s s e s  the great need and opportu n ity  fo r  the average 
Negro fam ily to  improve t h e i r  home and share h ea lth  b e n e f i t s  in  the community.

The la t e  Booker T. Washington, eminent Negro leader , founded National Negro Health 
Week in 1915. Follow ing  the death o f  Dr. Washington, the observance was sponsored by Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e  and by Howard U n ivers ity .  The U. S. P u b l i c  Health Serv ice  has c a r r ie d  on National 
Negro Health Week s in c e  1932 as a phase o f  the year-round  hea lth  program.

Although Negroes have shared g e n era l ly  in the N at ion ’ s hea lth  p rog ress  during the past 
35 years ,  they have not shared ih  p ro p o r t io n  to  t h e i r  needs. Negroes c o n s t i t u t e  10 p ercent o f  
our p op u la t ion ,  but they bear from three to  s i x  times th e ir  p ro p o r t io n a l  burden o f  i l l  hea lth  
and premature death.

In every thousand Negro b i r t h s ,  one and three q u a r te r s ’ times as many bab ies  d ie  b e fo re  
they are a year o ld  as in  urtiite b i r t h s .  Negro mothers d ie  in  c h i l d b i r t h  at tw ice  the rate  
among white women.

Many o f  the c h ro n ic  d isea ses  which d is a b le  and k i l l  s t r i k e  Negroes fa r  more frequently  
than t h e i r  white  ne igh bors .  These in e q u a l i t i e s  are unnecessary. P u b l ic  h ea lth  and medicine 
have found the knowledge and s k i l l s  with which to  make the N egro ’ s load  o f  s ick n ess  and death 
as l i g h t  as the white man’ s today. More than that, the means are a v a i la b le  now to  reduce 
death and i l l n e s s  in a l l  races  to  s t i l l  lower l e v e l s  than are experienced  at p resen t  by the 
most favored  groups.

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  that the theme fo r  t h is  y e a r ’ s observance o f  National Negro Health 
Week i s  "a hea lth y  home in  a hea lthy  community." P lans f o r  b e t t e r  homes and community lm- 
provement should  h ig h l ig h t  proper  housing fo r  the Negro fa m il ie s .

The constant need fo r  the s e c u r i t y  and enjoyment o f  the home i s  h ea lth . The healthy  
breadwinner i s  a b e t t e r  p r o v id e r .  Health conserves the family earnings and s ick n ess  drains 
the fam ily budget. And so i t  i s  a ls o  true o f  the community in which the h ea lthy  homes are 
lo ca te d .  Community h ea lth  i s  economical as i t  p r o t e c t s  and promotes the w e l fa re  o f  the 
p eop le .  Home and community are equal partn ers  in the business  o f  keeping the American 
p eop le  healthy.

The Surgeon General o f  the United S tates  P u b l ic  Health S erv ice ,  Dr. Thomas Parran, 
has p o in ted  out that among the major hea lth  requirements throughout the country are b e t t e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  and more tra ined  person ne l .  This means, ne sa id ,  in  ord er  to  assure equal 
op p ortu n ity  fo r  h ea lth  in  a l l  p a rts  o f  the country , we sh a l l  have to :  Cbnstruct more 
h o s p i t a l s  and h ea lth  cen ters  and equip  them with modern medical t o o l s ;  tra in  more 
p h y s ic ia n s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  nurses, en g in eers ,  hea lth  educators  and o th er  p r o fe s s i o n a l  p eop le ;  
e s t a b l i s h  more p u b l i c  hea lth  departments and gear up a l l  s e r v ic e s  to  make use o f  the newer 
knowledge in p reven tion  and cure.
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In no p art  o f  the United S ta tes ,  the Surgeon General has p o in ted  ou t ,  have hea lth  and 
medical s e r v ic e s  reached the p o in t  where a l l  s e r v ic e s  meet a l l  needs. I t  i s  sa fe  to say, how- 
ever , that in  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the country , s e r v i c e s  f o r  the Negro f a l l  fa r th er  short o f  the mark 
than do those f o r  white p eop le .  S tate  and community p lans fo r  the future  must take account o f  
th is  fa c t  wherever Negroes form a s i g n i f i c a n t  p ro p o r t io n  o f  the popu la tion .

Any movement to  st im u la te  b e t t e r  h ea lth  among Negroes not on ly  h e lp s  the group i t s e l f  
but the e n t i r e  Nation which i s  seeking an adequate hea lth  and medical care program fo r  a l l  
p eop le .  High d ise a se  rates  among Negroes are n eed less  dra ins  upon the N a t ion ’ s resources  and 
upon in d iv id u a l  hea lth  and p ro g re ss .  Thus, as P res id en t  Truman so a p t ly  s ta ted ,  'Our new 
economic b i l l  o f  r ig h ts  should mean hea lth  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a l l ,  r eg a rd less  o f  re s id en ce ,  s ta t io n ,  
o r  race - -  everywhere in the United S t a te s .*
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M E M O R A N D U M  OF T R A N S M I T T A L
R A D I O  S P E E C H  M A T E R I A L

for the

Year 1946 Observance o f the

N A T I O N A L  N E G R O  H E A L T H  W E E K
March 31 to April 7, 1946

Theme: A Healthy Home in a Healthy Community:
Health Education and Health Services.

The National Negro Health Week Committee i s  p leased  to  transmit f o r  your informa- 
t ion  and use suggested speech m ater ia l  fo r  the year 1946 National Negro Health Week Radio 
programs.

Cooperating  Health Week groups and Health Week speakers may use th is  copy fo r  in -  
formation and suggestions  in p reparing  ta lk s  fo r  l o c a l  radio  programs r e la t in g  to  needs 
and o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  communities.

The lo c a l  Health Week programs should feature  music and ta lks ,  in terv iew s ,  o r  p la y s ,  
in  w e l l -b a la n ce d  p ro p o r t io n  to secure  a t t e n t io n ,  maintain in t e r e s t ,  impart h e lp fu l  in f o r -  
mation, and s t im u la te  coop era t ion .

The rad io  s ta t io n  program d i r e c t o r  should  be con su lted  without delay  as to  dates 
a v a i la b le ,  length  o f  b roadcast ,  form and content o f  program, and other  e s s e n t ia l  d e t a i l s .  
The p a r t i c ip a n ts - -m a s te r  o f  ceremonies, speaker, members o f  panel o r  ca s t ,  s in gers  or  
instrumental p e r fo rm e rs - -sh o u ld  be s e le c t e d  as to  q u a l i t y  o f  ta le n t s ,  rad io  exp er ien ce  
or  a d a p ta b i l i t y  to  p u b l i c  performance, and d e p e n d a b i l i ty  o f  p resence  fo r  b roadcast  as 
scheduled.

Ihe spoken p a r ts  should be b r i e f ,  simple, appropr ia te ,  and e f f e c t i v e .  The music 
should be s u f f i c i e n t l y  s p i r i t e d  to conform to  the tempo o f  s u cce s s fu l  radio  programs and 
the present need o f  stimulus to  c o n s t r u c t iv e  peacetim e a c t i v i t i e s  and good morale.

The hea lth  department and o th er  hea lth  agen c ies :  the m edical, den ta l,  nursing, and 
s o c ia l  work p r o fe s s i o n s :  the s ch o o ls ,  and musical and dramatic groups should be sought 
fo r  a id  in  s e l e c t in g  the b es t  ta le n t  and in p ro v id in g ,  e d i t in g ,  and rehearsing  the p a rts  
o f  the p a r t i c ip a n t s .

Report o f  the Health Week rad io  program, together  with co p ie s  o f  the s c r ip t s  and 
ta lks ,  should be sent to the National Negro Health Week Committee, U. S. P u b l ic  Health 
S erv ice ,  Washington 26, D. C . , f o r  i t s  in form ation  and record .


