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Discussion Outline on Negro History
said: “If the re  is no struggle, there is 
no progress.”

Women: Sojourner T ru th  and H arriet 
Tubm an, both escaped slaves. The la t- 
ter was called “The Moses of H er Peo- 
pie.”

3. John Brown.
His raid  on H arper’s F erry , Va., in 

1859 was a h igh-w ater m ark  in  the an ti- 
slavery m ovem ent. F ive Negroes w ere 
in B row n’s band of 21. They w ere 
joined by Negroes from  th e  local plan- 
tations.
4. P residen t L incoln’s Em ancipation 
Proclam ation w ent into effect on Jan - 
uary  1, 1863. It freed all slaves of per- 
sons still in rebellion against the Union.

5. The T h irteen th  A m endm ent was 
passed by Congress during the war, on 
Jan ary  30, 1865. It outlaw ed slavery 
in the en tire country.

(See H enrie tta  Buckm aster: Deep
River and Let My People Go; Steve 
Kingston: Frederick Douglass; H erbert 
A ptheker: Negro Slave Revolts and The 
Negro in the Abolitionist Movement; 
Earl Conrad: Harriet Tubman.)

THE NEGRO IN AMERICA’S WARS
A record of distinguished service in 

every  g reat war.

1. The American Revolution.
At first denied opportunity  to enlist, 

bu t W ashington revoked Continental 
Congress o rder prohibiting  enlistm ent. 
W ar necessity dem anded this.

Over 5,000 Negroes served in  Contin- 
en tai Arm y, and every one of the colon- 
ies had colored troops. Negroes served 
w ith the N avy-as pilots.

Notable heroes: Crispus A ttucks, es- 
caped slave, “first m arty r of the A m eri- 
can Revolution,” killed resisting British 
in Boston M assacre, M arch 5, 1770.

P ete r Salem: k illed  M ajor P itcairn , 
com manding officer a t B unker 
Hill.

Deborah G annett: served for 17 
m onths as a regu lar soldier under 
nam e of Robert Shurtliff.

2. The Civil War.
As above, enlistm ent first rejected. 

M ilitary necessities plus agitation by  the

W h at to  D o
Devote one of your February meetings to dis- 
cuss the problems of the Negro people.

Invite a  representative Negro leader and white 
national group leader in your community to 
speak at your lodge meeting.

If possible issue a  leaflet, or announcement, of 
this meeting to the community, and make an 
effort to bring Negro neighbors to your meeting.

Adopt a resolution supporting a permanent 
FEPC and calling for an end to discrimination 
against the Negro people.

Support and attend the Negro History Week 
celebration in your city (organized in the Ne• 
gro communities or on a city-wide scale).

Recruit Negro members into the Order—help to 
reach the good goal to build the IWO in the 
Negro communities.

Keep in touch with the Negro Organizing Com- 
mittees in

Chicago—65 E. 35 Street. Tel. Victory 4941 
Detroit—5461 Brush Street. Tel. Trinity 1-0448 
New York City—143 West 125 Street. Tel. 

UNiversity 4-3418

2. The Abolitionists.
Negroes struggle side by side w ith 

w hites in  a common effort. Through 
press and pulpit, A bolitionists aw akened 
the country to the m oral ho rro r of Slav- 
ery. They organized the  U nderground 
Railroad. A political vanguard, they 
brought about a realignm ent of parties 
on the slavery issue. Leading w hite fig- 
ures included W illiam  Lloyd G arrison, 
W endell Phillips, John  G reenleaf W hit- 
tier, Thaddeus Stevens, Susan B. An- 
thony, L ucretia Mott.

Leading Negroes:
F rederick  Douglass, slave-born, great 

orator, publisher of “F rederick  Doug- 
lass’s P aper,” w rote a famous auto- 
biography. The most distinguished Ne- 
gro in A m erican history, w hether as 
w riter, statesm an, orator, organizer. He

INTRODUCTION

Two basic features of American Ne- 
gro history:

1. The struggle for liberation. The 
fight to overthrow  the slave system . Pe- 
riod from  A m erican Revolution through 
the Civil War.

2. The struggle for integration. The 
Negro people aspire to achieve full and 
equal citizenship on the basis of in te- 
gration w ith  the A m erican nation  as a 
whole. C haracterizes period afte r Civil 
W ar. Conditions for realizing this ob- 
jective in  the im m ediate period have 
been created by the w ar against fascism.

Negro initiative plus N egro-w hite 
unity are the most creative factors in 
A m erican Negro history.

In  fighting for his own interests, the 
Negro has fought for the in terests of the 
nation  as a whole; conversely, the w orst 
enemies of the Negro, like the Civil War 
Confederate and Copperhead or the pro- 
fascist today, have  been the w orst ene- 
mies of the  nation as a whole.

H istory reveals th a t not only hum an 
justice and decency, b u t also the na- 
tional interest dem ands fu ll and equal 
citizenship for the Negro people.

Ju s t as labor in a w hite skin could 
not be free as long as labor in  a black 
skin was enslaved, so no national m inor- 
ity  can be safe from  persecution as long 
as the  largest m inority  suffers from  dis- 
crim ination.

H istorically, the Negro may profitably 
be approached as a builder of the Amer- 
ican nation, despite all efforts to re- 
s tric t his creative role.

THE FIGHT AGAINST SLAVERY 

1. Negro Slave Revolts.

C ontrary  to the m yth th a t the slaves 
w ere “content” and “subm issive” is the 
evidence 6 Ï m any scores of insurrections 
from  1663 to the Civil War. These em - 
phasize in itiative of the slaves them - 
selves. Their action inspired the Aboli- 
tionist movement.

Most famous revolts w ere led  by: 
D enm ark Vesey (Charleston, S. C., 

1822).
N at T urner (Southam pton Co., Va., 

1831).
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The Negro People and the National Groups 
in the United States * jesse imm®

The epochal course of w orld and 
A m erican h istory has pushed these prob- 
lems to the fore. H istory w ill be th w art-  
ed if we do not s ta rt now to build  the 
future.

ROLE OF NEGROES BLOTTED FROM 
AMERICAN HISTORY, GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT TELLS IWO GATHERING.

“The role of the Negro people has 
been com pletely om itted from  A m erican 
h istory tex t books,” declared Gwendo- 
lyn Bennett, d irector of the George 
W ashington C arver School of New York, 
in a ta lk  on Negro H istory W eek before 
officers, functionaries and employees of 
the In ternational W orkers Order.

“A m erican h istory should properly 
include all ethnic groups w hich helped 
to m ake it,” Miss B ennett declared in 
review ing the role of the Negro in  A m er- 
ican h istory from  the  tim e of the W ar 
of Independence in 1776.

Pointing out th a t the status of the 
Negro is the testing ground of the w ar 
against Fascism, Miss B ennett said: 
“The ill trea tm en t of the Negro is one 
of the causes for the grow th of an ti- 
Semitism. Once we subm it to persecu- 
tion of any people we m ake fertile  the 
ground for fu tu re  hatreds to grow.”

M any lodges of the  In ternational 
W orkers O rder are scheduling Negro 
H istory W eek activities as p a rt of the 
O rder’s national cam paign to strengthen 
A m erican unity  by  enrolling 6,000 
Negroes into the IWO by May 31, 1945.

In  New York, Lincoln Steffens Lodge 
500 is presenting a $150 w ar bond to 
a young Negro for outstanding contribu- 
tion to A m erican culture. An em inent 
Negro au thority  w ill m ake the presen- 
tation  at the annual en tertainm ent of 
Lodge 500 a t M anhattan  C enter on Sat., 
Feb. 3rd.

Lodge 817, of the Jew ish  People’s F ra - 
te rn a l Order, IWO, Bensonhurst, Brook- 
lyn, w ill conduct a Negro H istory W eek 
celebration on F eb ruary  9th. Neighbors 
of the Mt. Zion B aptist C hurch w ill be 
guests of the lodge. The program  will 
include songs by the Mt. Zion Choral 
Group under the direction of Rev. A. B. 
R ichards; and talks by B ertina H unter, 
IWO G eneral Council m em ber; Rev. S. 
L. A rring ton  of the  Mt. Zion Church and 
M aud J e tt  of the IWO Negro Organizing 
Committee.

Sam P atterson, IWO New Y ork Cam- 
paign D irector, w ill speak on “The 
M eaning of L incoln Today” before m em - 
bers of Lodge 500 on Feb. 9th, in con- 
nection w ith  Negro H istory Week.

ditions m ust be m ade available. It 
m eans th a t fa ir  em ploym ent practices 
m ust guarantee, in  the post-w ar period, 
proper trea tm en t in  regard  to job equal- 
ity, seniority, and wages.

For the Negro People

In  w orking together for common goals 
w ith  other progressive and dem ocratic 
forces in  America, the Negro people and 
the nationality  groups m ust assum e vital

KOŚCIUSZKO, great Polish democrat who aided 
American Revolution (1776) and who in his 
activities and Will contributed to the ireeing 
and to the education of Negro slaves.

responsibilities of the ir own. The social 
and cu ltu ra l heritage w hich the  people 
of the nationality  groups brought w ith 
them  to th is 'co u n try  never included 
an ti -  Negro discrim ination. In  these 
w hite com munities, every trace  of dis- 
crim ination, injected by those who have 
pro-fascist and reactionary  associa- 
tions, m ust be elim inated. The schools, 
churches, trade unions, civic and fra te r-  
nal bodies in w hich men, women and 
children of w hatever national origin 
carry  on the ir daily lives, m ust reflect in 
every  way, the sp irit of un ity  and co- 
operation. For the Negro people, there 
is the responsibility of active participa- 
tion  and leadership  in  civic and indus- 
tr ia l life. W ithout such participation, the 
problem  of in tegration  w ill rem ain  un- 
solved to th e  detrim ent of all America.

A
‘

dreds of years to these shores from  m any 
lands to build  a nation  of vast industrial 
and agricu ltu ral resources. I t  is the story 
of m en and women who contribu te freely 
and generously of the ir ta len ts and their 
cultures to mold, in the cause of freedom 
and dem ocracy, a rich A m erican culture.

B ut it is a story not w ithout pathos 
and tragedy for those millions who, in 
successive generations, m ake up the na- 
tionality  and racial groups of America, 
including the Negro people. T reated  un- 
justly  in m any instances, suffering much 
discrim ination and often persecuted, the 
Negro people and the national group 
com m unities nevertheless gave and are 
giving the ir all to America.—because it 
is th e ir  country, to preserve it in tim e 
of peril—such as now—and to streng th - 
en  it as a shining exam ple to all the 
w orld of a dem ocracy in  w hich all men 
have equality  and security.

D uring periods in  A m erican history 
w hen reaction has been in the saddle, 
the so-called m inorities (Negroes, Jews, 
and other nationality  and racial group- 
ings) have been subjected to the ruthless 
attacks of vigilantees, the K u K lux Klan, 
anti-Sem ites and to an ti-a lien  propa- 
ganda. As the people struggle and find 
the ir w ay to un ity  among themselves, 
these anti-A m erican forces, ever-m en- 
acing as they are, are being routed.

Spirit of United Nations

The ba ttle  for dem ocracy is moving 
the free peoples and nations of the world 
under th e  sam e compulsions: greater 
so lidarity  for the  realization of the com- 
m on goal of g rea ter dem ocracy. The 
sp irit of U nited Nations is reflected in 
—and, in  tu rn , is influenced by—N ation- 
al U nity in  our own country.

This developm ent has trem endous sig- 
nificance for the  Negro people and the 
nationality  groups of America. I t unfolds 
new  vistas of democracy. The dynam ics 
of progress dem and th a t these A m eri- 
cans shall no longer be second-class 
citizens; b u t th a t there m ust and shall 
be com plete in tegration  into all phases 
of A m erican life. The signpost of Victory 
points the w ay: m arching together, no 
group can afford to falter, ra th e r it m ust 
find courage and sustenance in each 
o ther’s strength.

The overw helm ing m ajority  of the 
Negro people and the national group 
com m unities are w orking people. The 
problem  of economic and social security 
is th e ir  common problem . Political dis- 
franchisem ent and social discrim ination 
have reduced th e  w orkers, particularly , 
to the  low est economic levels. The strug- 
gle for integration into A m erican life 
m eans th a t jobs and decent living con­
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D iscu ssion  O u tlin e  on N egro  H is to ry  —Continued
M axim  gun; Solomon H arper in  1909 
invented self-exploding a irp lane to r- 
pedo; Dr. Charles E. Drew, leading 
au thority  on preservation  of blood plas- 
ma for em ergency transfusions.

George W ashington Carver, slave- 
born, pioneered in developm ent of new 
industria l products from  the sweet po- 
ta to  and peanut. His m ethods for de- 
hydration  of fru its and vegetables have 
saved valuable shipping space in this 
w ar.

2. Music.
G reat cu ltu ral contribution  of Negro 

folk music and spirituals.
Sam uel Coleridge-Taylor, one of the 

best know n m odern composers. A great 
contem porary com poser is W illiam 
G ran t Still.

W. C. H andy, originator of “The 
Blues.”

P aul Robeson, M arian Anderson, Ro- 
land Hayes.

3. Literature.
Phyllis W heatley, poet of the A m eri- 

can Revolution, com mended by W ash- 
ington.

F rederick  Douglass, leading orator 
and journalist of the A bolitionist m ove- 
ment.

Charles W. Chesnutt, story w riter, and 
P au l Laurence D unbar, poet.

O utstanding w riters today include 
Langston Hughes, M argaret W alker, and 
m any other poets and novelists.

4. Theatre and Film.
H eightened in terest in  Negro artists 

during this period: Robeson’s “O thello” 
broke all previous Shakespearean ree- 
ords in  this country. “A nna Lucasta,” 
“Carm en Jones.” P earl P rim us in the 
dance, L ena H orne in  films.

(See The Negro Caravan, edited by 
S terling A. Brown, A rthur P. Davis, 
Ulysses Lee).

NEGROES IN INDUSTRY AND THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT

From  the Civil W ar to W orld W ar I: 
relatively  few  Negro industria l workers. 
Most Negroes lived in  the Southern 
Black Belt, w ere farm  laborers, tenants, 
sharecroppers, dependent on the South’s 
declining cotton economy.

However, Negroes w ere m em bers of 
the first national labor federation, the 
National Labor Union, form ed in  1866. 
A national Negro labor convention was 
held in  W ashington, December 1869. Ne- 
gro groups w ere affiliated w ith  the 
K nights of Labor, predecessor of the A. 
F. of L.

D uring W orld W ar I hundreds of 
thousands m igrated  to industria l centers 
and cities of the North. W ith economic 
crisis of 1929 and depression, they suf- 
fered  w orse th an  rest of the popula- 
tion, mass unem ploym ent.

U ntil form ation of the CIO (1935- 
1937) Negroes rem ained largely unor- 
ganized, d iscrim inated against not only

f É

FREDERICK DOUGLASS, the great leader ol 
the Negro people, Lincoln's friend and advisor.

CULTURAL CONTRIBUTION

1. Some outstanding scientists and in-
ventors:

B enjam in Banneker, surveyor and as- 
tronom er, m ade first A m erican clock in 
1770.

Jo  Anderson perfected the first h a r-  
vester m achine, the reaper.

John  Ernest M atzeliger, mechanic, in- 
vented the autom atic shoe-m aking m a- 
chine.

G ranville T. Woods, who w orked in 
Edison’s New Jersey  laboratories, lead- 
ing scientist in  creation of electric ra il- 
ways, telegraph systems.

Louis H. Latim er, helped perfect the

JOHN BROWN, martyr of Harper's Ferry, tow- 
ering, immortal hero of anti-slavery struggles.

Negro people and abolitionists caused 
policy change.

Serving w ith  Union forces: over 82,- 
000 N orthern  Negroes, about 125,000 
from  Slave States.

At close of w ar the re  w ere 120 regi- 
m ents of Negro infantry , 12 heavy artil-  
lery, 7 cavalry. About 75 Negroes held 
commissions.

Some leading figures: F rederick  Doug- 
lass helped rec ru it w ith  his famous ap- 
peal, “Men of Color, to A rm s!”

H arrie t Tubm an courageously 
served as scout, nurse, spy.

Robert Smalls, pilot of Confeder- 
ate steam ship, brought h e r into 
N orthern  port.

V ictories over Jim  Crow in Union 
A rm y w on in  fights against recru itm ent 
only for labor battalions, w earing of 
uniform  different from  w hite troops.

3. The War Today.
Negro people justly  proud of great 

contribution to the w ar, despite lim ita- 
tions on the ir services w hich still pre- 
vail.

W ar D epartm ent reports th a t at end 
of Septem ber 1944 the re  w ere 701,678 
Negroes in  Arm y, of whom 411,368 
(nearly  60%) are overseas.

Secretary  Stim son and G eneral Eisen- 
how er highly commend valor and gal■- 
lan try  of Negro troops.

Typical headlines: “Negro Troops
Take Villages in  Ita ly” (New York 
Times, Nov. 1, 1944).

“M any A w ards Go To Negro Sol- 
diers; 29 Receive Bronze and Sii- 
ver S tars and 168 P urple H eart 
in Europe and the Pacific” (Times, 
Dec. 18, 1944).

Victories over discrim ination: On Ju ly  
8, 1944, W ar D epartm ent re-issues an 
order banning Jim  Crow in A rm y post 
exchanges, buses, en terta inm ent places. 
(Not uniform ly enforced in South).

On A pril 7, 1942, Secretary  of the 
Navy Knox announced new  policy: Navy 
would accept Negroes for general en- 
listm ent and as non-com. officers. Ne- 
groes in Navy, as of Dec. 1, 1944, totalled 
152,000.

H ighest rank  is B rigadier G eneral 
B enjam in O. Davis, com m ander of the 
Negro fighter group of the 15th Army 
Air Force.

In  U. S. M erchant M arine, L iberty  
ship bearing nam e of famous Negro is 
sailed by m ixed w hite and Negro crew 
under com mand of Negro captain. Vali- 
an t services of Negro WACS, WAVES, 
SPARS.

Unsolved Problems:
Only 5,800 commissioned Negro offi- 

cers, an unequal proportion. Too few 
Negroes perm itted  in com bat areas. Un- 
fa ir trea tm en t of Negro Seabees. Re- 
strictions on Negro nurses, despite u r- 
gent nurse need.

(See H erbert A ptheker: The Negro in 
the American Revolution and The Ne- 
gro in the Civil War).

For Unity, Victory, and Security—Build the I.W.O. among the Negro People—RECRUIT!



D iscu ssion  O u tlin e  on N egro  H is to ry  ——Continued

LINCOLN, great emancipator, immortalized in 
marble monument, Washington. D. C.

A num ber of significant victories in- 
elude, in  addition to F.E.P.C.:

On A pril 3, 1944, the United States 
Suprem e C ourt voided the Texas “w hite 
p rim ary” law, ruling  th a t Texas m ust 
allow  Negro citizens to vote in  prim aries. 
Thiq affects eight Southern states.

The election to Congress of A. Clayton 
Powell. The election to the New York 
City Council of B enjam in J. Davis, Jr., 
Negro Com munist, who won as the re- 
su it of a combined N egro-w hite vote.

Form ation during the election of a 
Progressive Dem ocratic P arty  in South 
Carolina, including Negroes and whites. 

(Continued on next page)
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sary  to protect the hard-w on seniority 
system  at the sam e tim e th a t the Negro’s 
rig h t to w ork is protected. I t w ill be de- 
sirable to m ain ta in  the presen t propor- 
tion of Negroes employed during the 
period of reconversion and re-hiring.

The creation of a large body of Negro 
w orkers, w ith nearly  a m illion union- 
ized, is a trem endous factor in  shaping 
the  destiny of the Negro people, a pow- 
erfu l force for achieving fu ll in tegration 
into the whole A m erican nation. It has 
strengthened the labor m ovem ent as a 
whole and broadened the base of A m er- 
ican democracy.

NEGROES AND POLITICAL ACTION

1. Significance of Reconstruction Period
H ow ard F as t’s novel, Freedom Road, 

has dram atized m eaning of the post- 
Civil W ar period as the most dem ocratic 
in Southern history.

G enuine rights w ere achieved through 
jo in t efforts of the new ly em ancipated 
Negroes and the “poor w hites” w orking 
together in  th e  sta te  legislatures and 
constitutional conventions.

This dem ocratic coalition enacted con- 
stitutions providing universal suffrage 
and education w ithout color discrim ina- 
tion, recognition of w om en’s rights, no 
property  qualifications for holding office, 
representation  according to num bers.

B ut the  Republican P arty  betrayed 
the dem ocratic revolution, connived w ith 
Southern Dem ocrats to restore power to 
form er slave-piasters. K u K lux Klan 
te rro r plus “w hite suprem acy” propa- 
ganda separated  N egro-w hite allies. A 
long period of sem i-feudalism  replaced 
Reconstruction democracy.

2. The Situation Today
Inherited  from  the post-Reconstruc- 

tion era are m any discrim inatory laws 
and institutions, such as the poll tax, 
designed to preven t the Negro’s political 
action for democracy.

D uring past qu arte r of a century 
great advances have been m ade to pro- 
tect Negro’s civil rights as a resu lt of 
such historic struggles as the Scottsboro 
case.

B ut the  w ar period itself has w it- 
nessed the g reatest upsurge since Recon- 
struction. The alliance betw een the 
Negroes and progressive w hites in  the 
camp of national unity  has been re- 
forged.

The Negro people support Roosevelt 
and his w ar policies. In  the last election, 
the pro-R oosevelt vote in the m ain 
Negro com munities, w ith  few  excep- 
tions, reached w hat is probably an all- 
tim e high. The independent political ac- 
tion of the Negro people has shown itself 
in a decisive break w ith  the Republican 
P arty .

A t the sam e time, the  Negro people 
have, together w ith progressive w hites, 
increased the ir ju s t dem ands for full 
dem ocratic rights as a requirem ent of 
victory and lasting peace.

by em ployers b u t by labor organizations. 
CIO program  stands for full equality.

This w ar has caused the  most rapid 
and profound change since the  Civil 
War.

In  1940: 131 Negroes employed in  air- 
craft; by Ju ly  1944: 120,000 in  a irc raft 
and auto. In  1940: 1,782 in electrical 
and m achinery equipm ent industry ; Ju ly  
1944: 100,000.

Over 1,500,000 Negroes a re  employed 
in w ar production industries.

In  1936-7: 150,000 Negroes in  unions. 
By Decem ber 1944: 850,000 (Labor Re- 
search Ass’n. estim ate). Over 400,000 
in CIO, over 350,000 in  AFL, over 100,- 
000 in  o ther unions.

Major Problems Ahead:
A ssure perm anen t F.E.P.C., created by 

P residen t Roosevelt to uphold demo- 
cratic em ploym ent opportunities.

End discrim inatory practices still ex- 
isting in m any unions, particu larly  the 
A. F. of L.

Secure adjustm ents in  th e  seniority 
system  to guaran tee the Negro’s r igh t to 
work. This is a particu larly  im portan t 
problem . Some em ployers m ay use the 
period of re-conversion to elim inate 
Negroes from  em ployment, w hich they 
w ere prevented  from  doing during the 
w ar period. Organized labor has a duty 
to uphold Negro’s righ t to a job and will 
gain from  this. Since in  m any plants 
Negroes have low seniority  (being rela - 
tively recently  employed because of p re- 
vious discrim ination), it will be neces-

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE, liberator of Haiti, 
great figure in Negro history, admired by many.

For Unity. Victory, and Security—Build the I.W.O. among the Negro People—RECRUIT !

E X E C U T IV E  O R D E R  8802

FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE 
IN DEFENSE INDUSTRIES

. . . . . .  I do hereby reaffirm the policy o f  the United
States that there shall be no discrimination in the em- 
ployment o f  workers in defense industries or Government 
because o f race, creed, color, or national origin, and I do 
hereby declare that it is the duty o f  employers and o f  
labor organizations, in furtherance o f  said policy and o f  
this order, to provide for the full and equitable partici- 
pation o f all workers in defense industries, without dis- 
crimination because o f  race, creed, color, or national 
origin ................*

— . .!* ׳ */!/* ׳ /
THE PRESIDENT OE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

'Excerpt from  Executive Order 8802

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S historic order, which the FEPC. which must be made into perma. 
laid the foundations for the establishment of nent Federal and State agencies.

THE POLL TAX SYSTEM must be abolished by passage of Federal and State bills in 1945.

S e le c te d  E ven ts
( Continued- from -page 5 )

m ent Practice Act, signed by P resi- 
dent F rank lin  D. Roosevelt, 1941.

27— P aul L aurence D unbar, born, 1872.

July
1—Abolition of slavery in the Dutch 

W est Indies, 1863.
4—Booker T. W ashington began his 

w ork at Tuskegee, 1881.
17— The arm ing of Negroes approved by 

Congress, 1862.
18— Lem uel Haynes, Negro preacher to 

whites, born, 1753.
28— Fourteen th  A m endm ent declared 

ratified, 1868.

August
1— Slavery finally abolished in British 

dependencies, 1834.
4—Robert Purvis, Negro abolitionist, 

born, 1810.
20— Twenty Negroes brought as slaves 

to Jam estow n, 1619.
21— N at T u rner’s Insurrection, 1831.
23— A frican M ethodist Episcopal Church 

incorporated, 1796.
24— Independence of L iberia proclaimed, 

1847.

September
1—H iram  R. Revels, first Negro U.S. 

Senator, born, 1822; took office Feb. 
25, 1870.

18—Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 passed.
24—Ju p ite r  Hammon published his Ad- 

dress to the Negroes of New York, 
1786.

28—David W alker, author of the “Ap- 
pea l” against slavery, born, 1785. 

October
:.o 9—Ethiopia becomes 30th nation  to join 

the United Nations, 1942.
16—John B row n’s attack  on H arper’s 

F erry , 1859.
28—Levi Coffin, founder of the “U nder- 

ground R ailroad,” born, 1798.

November
9—B enjam in B annaker, Negro inventor 

and astronom er, born, 1731.

December
j: - 2—John Brown executed at Charles 

Town, W. Va., 1859.
8—F irst w ar casualty of U.S. Arm ored 

Forces was Robt. H. Brooks, son of 
K entucky sharecropper fam ily, 1941. 

12—Joseph H. Rainey took his seat as 
- the first Negro m em ber of th e  House 

of R epresentatives, 1870.
: .14—John M. Langston, Negro: R epresen- 

ta tive in  Congress, born, 1829.
;1 5 — Colored M ethodist Episcopal Church 

.;;e s tab lish ed , 1870.
.18—T hirteen th  A m endm ent declared 

‘ "ratified, '1865.
28— The A m erican Colonization Society 

־ ‘organized,  1816.

Credit: Most of the dates in) ״  th is  Calen- 
dar supplied through the courtesy of the 
Association for the S tudy of Negro Life 
and" H istory.)

among the Negro People—RECRUIT !For Unity, Victory, and Security—Build the I.W.O.



J *km
* i. * U n itu

chusetts Regiment under the command oi Col. R. G. Show, who died 
with his brave men. Democracy hails this noble white Colonel.

ONE OF THE MOST HEROIC FEATS of the Civil War was the assault 
on Ft. Wagner, led by a thousand Negro soldiers of the 54th Massa׳

Selected Events in Negro History
May

6—The Will of Thaddeus Kosciusko, 
providing for th e  education of 
Negroes, 1798 . . . Ita lian  troops oc- 
cupy Addis Ababa, 1936.
R eturn  of H aile Selassie to Addis 

Ababa, 1941.
6—M artin  R. Delany, Negro arm y off!- 

cer and author, born, 1812.
9—John Brown, the m arty r, born, 1800.

10—Elizabeth Taylor Greenfield, a Ne- 
gro woman, invited to sing before 
Queen Victoria, 1854.

14— Abolition of slavery in Brazil, 1888.
20—Toussaint L ’O uverture, H aitian  lib - 

erator, born, 1743.

June
3—The United States recognized H aiti 

and L iberia as nations, 1862.
10—R ichard Allen started  independent 

A frican M ethodist movement, 1794.
14—H arrie t Beecher Stowe, au thor of 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” born, 1811.
20— Charles W addell Chestnutt, Negro 

novelist, born, 1858.
21— H enry Ossawa Tanner, famous 

N egro-A m erican pain ter, born, 1859.
22— Joe Louis knocks out Nazi cham - 

pion, Max Schmeling, 1938.
25— Executive O rder 8802, F air Em ploy-

23—The abolition of slavery  in  Porto 
Rico, 1873.

25— Slave trad e  abolished by B ritish 
Parliam ent, 1807.

30— Prom ulgation of the 15th Am end- 
m ent, 1870.

31— U.S.A. and L iberia sign agreem ent 
g ran ting  U.S.A. airbases and m ili- 
ta ry  control, 1942.

April
3— Jam es M adison Bell, Negro poet, 

born, 1826.
4— Thaddeus Stevens, distinguished re- 

constructionist, born, 1792.
7—Admission of Negro seam en in U.S. 

N aval reserves announced, 1942.
9— S urrender of R obert E. Lee, 1865.

12— Ten firms w ith U.S. w ar contracts 
ordered to  stop racial and religious 
discrim ination against employees, 
1942.

13— Thomas Jefferson, advocate of free- 
dom, born, 1743.

14— F irs t abolition society in  the U.S. 
founded, 1775.

16— Em ancipation in  the D istrict of 
Columbia, 1862.

17— Francis W illiams, first Negro college 
graduate in  W estern Hem isphere, 
published L atin  poem in 1758.

18—  Booker T. W ashington, “born”, 1856.

January
1—Em ancipation P roclam ation issued 

by A braham  Lincoln, 1863.
The “L ibera to r” first issued by W il- 

liam  Lloyd G arrison, 1831.
H aiti declared its independence, 

1804.
31—Ethiopia’s independence restored  by 

G reat B ritain , 1942.

February
12— A braham  Lincoln born, 1809.
14—F rederick  Douglass’ “B irthday .”
22—George W ashington, the liberator of 

his slaves, born, 1732.
27— Dominican Republic established, 

1844.
28— Phyllis W heatley, Negro w rite r of 

verse, invited by George W ashing- 
ton to visit him, 1776.

28—D etroit anti-N egro riots, 1942.

March
1—The Abyssinians defeated the Ita l-  

ians a t Adowa, 1896.
5— Crispus A ttucks, Negro seam an, fell 

in  the Boston M assacre, 1770.
7—L ittle  Stephen, a Negro, set out to 

explore the Southw estern p a r t of 
the United S tates in  1539.

17— Texas as a republic abolished the 
slave trade, 1836.

For Unity. Victory, and Security—Build the I.W.O. among the Negro People—RECRUIT!

D iscu ssion  O u tlin e  on N egro  H is to ry  — Continued

To achieve progress it is necessary to 
root out race prejudice, w hich has al- 
ways been the favorite weapon of A m er- 
ican reaction as of G erm an fascism to- 
day. There is not the slightest scientific 
evidence to support the theory of “supe- 
rio r” and “in ferio r” races. This is an 
ugly myth. The U nited N ations include 
various types of men, w hite, yellow, 
black; all races of m an fight shoulder to 
shoulder against H itlerite barbarism . To 
discrim inate on the ground of race or 
color is to play H itle r’s game. Every 
intelligent hum an being m ust cleanse 
his m ind of racist superstition. National 
m inority groups m ust be especially alert 
to the sinister, divisive character of “ra- 
cial superiority” ideas. Such ideas are 
un-A m erican, unscientific, and inhum an.

FREE FOR IWO MEMBERS ONLY
To every IWO m em ber who starts a 

m em bership in the BOOKFIND CLUB 
w ith an in itial paym ent of $1.35 and by 
selecting one (1) of e ither of these two 
great novels on the role of the Negro in 
A m erican h isto ry—“Freedom  Road” by 
Howard Fast, and “Deep R iver” by Hen- 
rietta  B uckm aster—a copy of Louis 
Adam ic’s “My N ative L and” w ill be sent 
absolutely free as a gift.

Enroll now by sending $1.35 in  postal 
money order (cash a t your own risk) 
and selecting either “Deep R iver” or 
“Freedom  Road.” A dress your le tte r to: 
IWO Publications Dept., Room 1203, 
80 F ifth  Avenue, New York 11, N. Y.

CALENDAR CREDIT
The C alendar of Selected Events in 

Negro H istory is based upon the calen- 
dar “Im portan t Events and Dates in 
Negro H istory” published in 1936 by the 
Association for the S tudy of Negro Life 
and History, of which C arter G. Wood- 
son is director.

prosperity  pow erfully  registered  in the 
concord of T eheran; the  cem enting of 
the alliance w ith  dem ocratic w hites, par- 
ticu larly  th e  labor m ovem ent — the 
Negro people see as an im m ediate politi- 
cal task  the achievem ent of equal citi- 
zenship. Their political perspective, 
shared by all genuinely forw ard-looking 
Am ericans, is the realization of a full 
and in tegrated  share in  the life of the 
country.

The reactionaries w ill do everything 
in the ir pow er to  fru stra te  th is objective, 
tow ard w hich all th e  forces of history 
are now working. I t  is the task  of demo- 
cratic A m erica to establish guarantees 
th a t the reactionaries w ill not again 
succeed, as they did afte r the Civil War, 
in reversing progress.

I t supported FDR, and nom inated a 
Negro candidate. F or the U.S. Senate, 
Osceola E. McKaine.

The fight against the. po ll-tax  has won 
increased support in and out of Con- 
gress. Only the filibustering tactics of 
Southern reactionaries has so far p re- 
vented passage of an anti-poll tax  law. 
The legislative program  to achieve this 
m ust be strengthened and extended. The 
poll tax  rem ains the m ajor instrum ent 
for disfranchising Negroes and poor 
w hites in the South.

3. The Perspective of Integration
On the basis of the great gains, eco- 

nomie and political, m ade during the 
w ar; the shake-up of the South’s semi- 
feudal system; the outlook for peace and

R ed C ross P hoU

BUY and HOLD 
W AR B O N D S  
FOR VICTORY
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